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can be sure that this law will never do to him is to make him take up#he
Cross against his will; for the Law of Love is the one law that can :5sreb<
be served involuntarily. There is not, and cannot be, any externaUy"1
applied coercion to obey this law, or any externally imposed punishment
for disobeying it. The punishment for disobedience is inherent in the
act of disobedience itself; for, in using his God-given freedom to reject
the ideal in which the Law of Love consists, a human soul that has been
created 'to glorify God and fully to enjoy Him for ever'1 is rejecting 'the
true end of Man*, and is running, self-driven, into the disaster that
overtakes Man through the inexorable working of the Law of Sub-
conscious Human Nature, if he fails to respond to God's challenge to
rise to the service of the Law of Love by using his God-given freedom
to choose what is the will of God for him. Moreover, even this self-
inflicted disaster is no final judgement and no irrevocable doom, since
mundane disaster brings with it the opportunity of learning through
suffering for any sinner who repents of his sin and is moved by his
penitence to seek the aid of God's grace.

Thus, on this highest visible pitch of a cliff-face up which the creature
is being drawn by the call of his Creator to essay a perilous ascent, we
catch a glimpse of God's hand reaching down to meet the upstretched
hand of the struggling human climber; and, at the point where hands
meet in the clasp of Love, Law and Freedom cease to be distinguish-
able; for * 'tis only he that loves not that is fettered by compulsion*.2
Since the God who is Love is also Omnipotence, a soul that loves is
liberated by the maker and master of all laws from a bondage to laws of
the Subconscious Psyche which Babylonian souls used to project on to
inexorable stars in their courses and which Hellenic souls used to per-
sonify as malignant kfres and daimones; and a liberating truth which had
once proved potent to set free3 fast-fettered Hellenes and Babylonians
might once again be taken to heart by the children of a post-Christian
World which had been vainly seeking to ban those dread psychic prin-
cipalities and powers4 in the name of a Science that was as impotent to
exorcize them as any pre-Christian magic.

1  Answer to Question I in the Larger Catechism agreed upon by the Assembly of
Divines at Westminster with the Assistance of Commissioners from the Church of
Scotland . . . and approved Anno 1648 by the General Assembly of the Church of
Scotland.

2  Jalal-ad-DIn Rumi: Mathnatci, Book 1,11. 1456 seqq., translated by R. A. Nicholson
in Rumi, Poet and Mystic (London 1950, Allen & Unwin), p. 162,
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